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eral Hoar and his troops have the authority
to take whatever military action is necessary
to safeguard the lives of our troops and
the lives of Somalia’s people. The outlaw
elements in Somalia must understand this
is serious business. We will accomplish our
mission. We have no intent to remain in
Somalia with fighting forces, but we are
determined to do it right, to secure an envi-
ronment that will allow food to get to the
starving people of Somalia.

To the people of Somalia I promise this:
We do not plan to dictate political out-
comes. We respect your sovereignty and
independence. Based on my conversations
with other coalition leaders, I can state with
confidence: We come to your country for
one reason only, to enable the starving to
be fed.

Let me say to the men and women of
our Armed Forces: We are asking you to
do a difficult and dangerous job. As Com-
mander in Chief I assure you, you will have

our full support to get the job done, and
we will bring you home as soon as possible.

Finally, let me close with a message to
the families of the men and women who
take part in this mission: I understand it
is difficult to see your loved ones go, to
send them off knowing they will not be
home for the holidays, but the humanitarian
mission they undertake is in the finest tradi-
tions of service. So, to every sailor, soldier,
airman, and marine who is involved in this
mission, let me say, you’re doing God’s
work. We will not fail.

Thank you, and may God bless the United
States of America.

Note: The President spoke at 12:32 p.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Gen. Joseph P. Hoar,
USMC, commander in chief, U.S. Central
Command. The address was broadcast live on
nationwide radio and television.

Remarks at a Christmas Greeting for the White House Staff
December 7, 1992

Don’t dare move my hands—[laughter]—
what I wanted to do—[laughter]. No, but
I am very grateful to Dana and to Paula
for being here. And Dana’s given me a lot
of laughs. He said to me on the phone,
‘‘Are you sure you really want me to come
there?’’ [Laughter] And I said yes. And he
said, ‘‘I hope I’ve never crossed the line.’’
I knew exactly what he meant, and as far
as I’m concerned, he never has. The fact
that we can laugh at each other is a very
fundamental thing. I’m not sure on Novem-
ber 4th that the invitation would have gone
out and then had the same enthusiasm.
[Laughter] But we’re shifting gears. And
I think he’s given us a wonderful kickoff
to what I hope will be a joyous, totally
friendly, very happy, somewhat nostalgic
but merry Christmas for everybody.

In a few minutes, Barbara shows the press
through this spectacular house that we’ve
been privileged to live in for 4 years. And
we wanted to share with some of you—

I wish we could have had everybody—the
majesty of this place, which I hope many
will get to see in these various receptions
and all. But I think there’s something spe-
cial seeing it for the first time when it’s
just beginning.

So let me take this opportunity once again
to thank Dana Carvey for brightening our
lives, giving us a little joy, and wish each
and every one of you a Merry Christmas.
And we can never adequately say thanks
for all you’ve done for us, for your country,
and for the Bush family.

Thank you so much, and God bless you.

Note: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to comedian Dana
Carvey and his wife, Paula.
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